
                    
 

DIGITAL ART COMMISSION 2013 
 
The Greater Manchester Arts Officers Network and Lets Go Global are seeking to 
commission a new digital arts project. This is an exciting opportunity to be able to build on 
our yearlong foundation programme of our current funding through ACE Grants for the Arts 
and the Association of Greater Manchester. During this time we have engaged, and 
worked with communities in areas of low engagement with the arts across the ten local 
authorities of Greater Manchester. 
 
This commission will focus on bringing work of the highest artistic quality into communities 
that rarely experience the arts, giving local people the chance to see, take part in, and be 
inspired by world-class digital artistic talent and excellence. 
 
We are interested in working with artists to explore the importance of the 'local' - our place, 
our street, our voice, our sense of belonging and the ability to be able to link this to cultural 
globalisation, on-line dialogue and the opportunity for new digital interactions to take place 
between people.  
 
Co-production and design will need to play a major role in how the work is generated, we 
want artists and our communities to work together to create something special. We want 
the work to be interactive, playful and fun. 
 
Our aims for the work are based on: 
 
People.  
More people across Greater Manchester experience and participate in the arts, with a 
particular focus on reaching people and places with the least engagement. 
 
Places. 
To support artistic work that responds to the passions and interests of Greater 
Manchester’s diverse communities resulting in more community owned and led activities 
and helping strengthen a vibrant culture of volunteering and civic engagement. 
 
Partnership. 
Greater collaboration between arts organisations and investors to increase innovation (in 
terms of richer arts offer) and efficiency. 
 
Prosperity.  
An excellent and expanding arts offer that brings enhanced international recognition, new 
investment, new visitors and new talent to Greater Manchester. 
 
 
Digital development has been an important element of our work for several years through 
our work with Lets Go Global – Pixelate (2006) and All About Us (2011-12), art 
programmes that connected people socially, digitally and creatively across Greater 
Manchester. We want to build on this work further to explore in more depth how we can 
bring people together in physical and virtual spaces through digital experiences. 
 



                    
 

 
Feedback from our new evaluation toolkit evidences a desire from communities for more 
digital activity, continuing to their build capacity as digital makers and to address issues of 
digital inclusion. 
 
Digital arts was a well-represented and vibrant element of the recent NW Cultural 
Olympiad (AND Festival; Emoto (FutureEverything); Handprint; All About Us 
(www.nwfor2012.com) and GMAON want to be part of that programme’s legacy 
 
We want to work with artist(s) whose practice is socially engaged and digitally innovative. 
 
 
What we are looking for: 
 

• We would welcome proposals from collectives or collaborative groups of artists based 
around the theme of exploring 'local to global'. 

 
• We're keen to hear from artists working in, but not limited to, contemporary visual and 

digital arts, film, coding, programming, web, DIY technology, open source. 
 

• We are interested in connecting to internationally renowned artists or organisation 
alongside new work by local creatives. We like to develop new talent – giving the 
artists we work with the tools to experiment, take risks and realise their best ideas. 

 
• We are looking for ideas that engage with, utilise, subvert or re-purpose digital 

technologies and the possibilities they throw up. 
 

• Ideas could be surprising, revealing, challenging, playful, entertaining or intriguing. 
  

• We are not looking for completed projects, rather ones that show their potential for 
development towards completion.  

 
• We want our communities to have a say is what is developed. 

 
• Excellent project management & evaluation skills so that the project runs smoothly, 

and the impact of the work is monitored and measured. 
 

• You will need to consider access to technologies in your proposal, not everyone is 
connected or has devices for interaction. 

 
 
What you will need to submit: 
 

• A proposal (up to 800 words) outlining your ideas. 
 

• An outline budget for your project. 



                    
 

 
• Information (up to two A4) about your work or consortium and your creative practice.  

 
• Three relevant images/ web links/ projects of your most recent work/s. 

 
• Evidence that you have worked digitally with different communities. 

 
(If called for an interview you will be given the opportunity to show further examples of your 
work). 
 
What the commission will offer: 
 

• The successful applicant will be awarded £44,000. This may be used for artist’s fees 
development costs and general expenses. There is also a small budget for 
community consultation, and shared practice events. 

 
• Greater Manchester Arts Officers will support the project and help to broker 

relationships with community groups, NPO's, and other arts organisations with a 
strong record of artistic excellence. 

 
• The steering group will develop a communication and marketing plan for the project 

to ensure it is promoted and profiled to the widest audience.  
 

• Lets Go Global will manage the work with you and help to support and realise the 
creative vision. 

 
•  Lets Go Global and our critical friends will provide technical and creative advice to 

realise the project to its full potential. 
 
 
What the commission will exhibit: 
 

• Our aim is to find an appropriate platform to present or exhibit the result of the 
commissioning process, this will be realised with communities, producer, and 
artists. We are interested in bringing people together to experience something 
extra-ordinary 

 
•  This may, for example, be in an exhibition space in a Greater Manchester Venue, 

outdoor public spaces, or local neighbourhoods – parks, streets, outside the chip 
shop. 

 
• In either case, support & advice will be available from the network and our cultural 

friends across Greater Manchester to realise the project. 
 
Who will decide on the commission? 
 



                    
 

There will be a selection panel that includes, Greater Manchester Arts Officers Lets Go 
Global, AND Festival, and a critical friend from Manchester Art Gallery. 
 
 
The application process: 
  
Please send your completed proposal via email by the deadline.  
 
 
The deadline is 5pm on Monday 22nd July 2013.  
 
Interviews will take place week commencing Monday 29th July 2012 @ MediaCityUK. 
 
 
Please enter 'digital commision13' in subject header. 
 
Please return submission form to: karen@letsgoglobal.tv 

Upon entering your proposal you will receive a confirmation email.  

No other acknowledgment can be provided.	  We are not able to accept late applications.  

Only successful applicants will be contacted.  Sorry but we will not be able to offer any 
feedback to unsuccessful applications. 

Other information: 

The Commission will commence in September 2013, and complete in May 2014. 

Artists will be expected to use the Greater Manchester Evaluation tool kit to evaluate and 
monitor work. Full training will be given to all artists as part of the commission. 

A steering group of arts officers has been set-up to develop, plan, and monitor the 
progress of the project. Artists will be expected to write reports, produce presentations, 
and feedback to this group on a regular basis. 

The first three months of the project will involve a research and development phase, with 
artists expected to hold workshops with communities and arts officers to shape the 
delivery and final project idea for the commission. 

If you have any questions about the Digital Art Commission please email 
karen@letsgoglobal.tv with any queries. 

Thanks. We look forward to getting your ideas. 


